Ronald Reagan: “Evil Empire” Speech 
(Extracts)
“At the same time, however, they must be made to understand we will never compromise our principles and standards. We will never give away our freedom. We will never abandon our belief in God. And we will never stop searching for a genuine peace. But we can assure none of these things America stands for through the so-called nuclear freeze solutions proposed by some.

The truth is that a freeze now would be a very dangerous fraud, for that is merely the illusion of peace. The reality is that we must find peace through strength. I would agree to a freeze if only we could freeze the Soviets' global desires. 

A freeze would reward the Soviet Union for its enormous and unparalleled military build up. It would prevent the essential and long overdue modernization of United States and allied defences and would leave our aging forces increasingly vulnerable. “Well, because these quiet men do not raise their voices, because they sometimes speak in soothing tones of brotherhood and peace, because, like other dictators before them, they're always making "their final territorial demand," some would have us accept them at their word and accommodate ourselves to their aggressive impulses. But if history teaches anything, it teaches that simpleminded appeasement or wishful thinking about our adversaries is folly. It means the betrayal of our past, the squandering of our freedom.”

“So, I urge you to speak out against those who would place the United States in a position of military and moral inferiority. You know, I've always believed that old Screw Tape reserved his best efforts for those of you in the Church. So, in your discussions of the nuclear freeze proposals, I urge you to beware the temptation of pride --the temptation of blithely declaring yourselves above it all and label both sides equally at fault, to ignore the facts of history and the aggressive impulses of an evil empire, to simply call the arms race a giant misunderstanding and thereby remove yourself from the struggle between right and wrong and good and evil”

“While America's military strength is important, let me add here that I've always maintained that the struggle now going on for the world will never be decided by bombs or rockets, by armies or military might. The real crisis we face today is a spiritual one; at root, it is a test of moral will and faith.”

Key ideas to consider:

Religion and faith, trust, freedom, peace, fear, strength, forceful, aggressive, accusing, right and wrong, good and evil

Task:

1. Read the extract opposite from Ronald Reagan’s ‘Evil Empire’ Speech.

2. Highlight any sentences/keywords that you think are important and that give a good insight into the character and beliefs of Ronald Reagan. You may want to use the ‘Key ideas to consider’ section at the bottom of the page opposite to help you focus your thoughts.

3. In the table below, write down what this speech tells us about Ronald Reagan and his approach to the USSR. You may find it useful to draw a line from your point to the section of the speech where you got the idea.

	What does this speech tell me about Reagan and his approach to the USSR?

	


