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In this booklet you will explore:

· The different experiences of education in the 1950s Tri-partite system and the progressive Comprehensive education system.
· Arguments for and against the Comprehensive System.
· The challenge of “progressive” ideas in education.
· The impact of educational changes on pupils.

The booklet will contain much of what you need to complete the learning activities, SOLO tasks and practice exam questions, however there will be links to take you to online resources which you will also have to use.

Introduction:So what is the point of education!?


[image: Murder victim Allan Graham. 11-year-old Allan's body was found dumped in a ditch near Throckley in April 1970 after he went to a corner shop near his step-brother's home in Gerald Street, Benwell, Newcastle. Circa 1970.]

Education was and remains a highly controversial topic which divides opinion:
Should schools be traditional institutions that promote discipline and the learning of facts or should they be more progressive and promote key skills like group work and independent learning?
Above all parents, politicians and students themselves argue about education’s main purpose: should it promote competition and maximise individual progress or should it promote cooperation and greater social equality?

[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcR2vhaEgNL3VWoOdBsZ4vA1RsX2bPmF4PSLM_jE267WYuiN6oXfHFjTdQ:https://pbs.twimg.com/profile_images/2467761932/ezugy18j0jp3g2k8xfsu_400x400.gif]
1) Think about your views on the purpose of education. Watch the video on the website to help stimulate your thinking. Record your views. You will have a task to do in class.

The end of the Grammar School?


[image: http://www.quotessays.com/images250_/anthony-crosland-3.jpg]In 1965 Anthony Crosland the Labour Minister for Education published “Circular 10/65”. This document called for the end of the Tri-Partite education system and its replacement with a new “Comprehensive” system.


[image: ]Crosland 1965

Support for Comprehensive schools continued to build throughout the 1960s and 1970s. Teachers, unions and middle class parents (who in particular were worried that their children would end up in Secondary Modern schools if they failed their 11+)were particularly loud in their support for Comprehensive reform.

The Labour Party continued to support comprehensive education throughout the 1970s. The 1976 Education Act removed selection of pupils for schools by exam or any other means.
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[image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQ3yzN6QB7BQxrFVKuF5Jvl7wwfSp1osa4IqdWjfrC59NCUvU2S8JyNbrk:www.eslstation.net/ESL310L/dictionary.bk.gif]comprehensive education/system
SES a system of education in Britain in which children of different abilities go to the same school and are taught together


[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcR2vhaEgNL3VWoOdBsZ4vA1RsX2bPmF4PSLM_jE267WYuiN6oXfHFjTdQ:https://pbs.twimg.com/profile_images/2467761932/ezugy18j0jp3g2k8xfsu_400x400.gif]
2) Think about arguments in favour of comprehensive schools and arguments against. Use the website links to articles on this debate on the History site to support your thinking. You will be given a task on these arguments in class.


Two Views on Grammar V Comprehensive:
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3) Read the views expressed in sources D and E. Think about why the author of source D might support Grammar schools and the author of source E might oppose them. Identify reasons given for their views, highlight or annotate quotes from the sources which show these views. Can you link any of their viewpoints to arguments you have identified from Flip activity 2.

You will carry out a SOLO activity on this topic.

[image: ] Evaluating the Reliability of Sources


How reliable are sources D and E as evidence of pupil’s experience of education in England before the comprehensive reforms?


Progressive Education:

Local Education Authorities (LEAs) did not have the power to control head teachers who wanted to try different teaching methods in their schools. As a result there were sometimes large variations in the way pupils were being taught at different schools.

Many teachers began to introduce progressive methods championed in the 1967 Plowden Report.



[image: Bridget Horatia (née Richmond), Lady Plowden, by Mayotte Magnus, November 1976 - NPG x18634 - © Mayotte Lewinska]Lady Plowden 1967.“Schools need to allow individual children to be themselves and develop in a way and at a speed that suits them…”
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[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcR2vhaEgNL3VWoOdBsZ4vA1RsX2bPmF4PSLM_jE267WYuiN6oXfHFjTdQ:https://pbs.twimg.com/profile_images/2467761932/ezugy18j0jp3g2k8xfsu_400x400.gif]
4. Watch the music video on the website. Think carefully about the images, song title and lyrics. Can you find any links between the central message of Pink Floyd's song and the central message of Lady Plowden's report from 1967?


The Impact on Pupils:

At some schools especially in inner London some progressive teachers took the reforms to the extreme; they introduced relaxed discipline, teachers were called by their first names and there was no uniform.

Some parents and right wing papers began to criticise “trendy teachers” and a lack of learning and discipline in the classroom. Some of these genuine fears were made worse by sensationalist newspaper stories and the harsh depiction of life in a Comprehensive School in the hit TV series “Grange Hill” first shown in 1978.

[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcR2vhaEgNL3VWoOdBsZ4vA1RsX2bPmF4PSLM_jE267WYuiN6oXfHFjTdQ:https://pbs.twimg.com/profile_images/2467761932/ezugy18j0jp3g2k8xfsu_400x400.gif]
5. Use the links on the website to read about what happened at William Tyndale Junior School in 1975. Then watch episode 1 of Grange Hill from 1978. Why might enemies of comprehensive progressive education use these as evidence of its dangers?

[image: https://pbs.twimg.com/media/Bzm471QCcAAbMM3.jpg:large][image: ]So what was the impact on us 1970s kids…?!


· CSE exams were introduced after 1965 this allowed more subjects to be studied and more students to leave school with qualifications.
· Top 20% of students did O level exams – so streaming still happened. Employers quickly saw CSEs as second class exams.
· 1972 Education Act raised the school leaving age to 16 from 15. It also allowed some schools to arrange work experience in this final year and this helped many students find work at a time of economic hardship.
· More pupils went to University up from 5% in 1960 to 9% in 1970. But this had a lot to do with increased government funding for University places.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Students from different social and cultural backgrounds did mix together.





[image: https://pbs.twimg.com/media/Bzm471QCcAAbMM3.jpg:large]Assessment!!
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Examine the cartoon in source E.
To what extent does the evidence support Cummings’ view of progressive education.
Use this booklet, the information on the website and your own research to explain your view. (16)
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Aformer Head Boy writes in a local newspaper on
CIINERN the olosure of is grammar schoolin 197,

ressions of the school sl il the mind. In my last

year | remembersting fora Cambridge scholashipin
the room of the headmistress and feeling, as she fussed

to make surethat everything vas in oder and [ was fully |
at ease, that she would have taken the papers for me '
had she been allowed. Maybe the time has come for the
school to die, a educarion in this country enters a new
stage, But if what Eccles Grammar School stood for in
educarion dies then something very valuable will have
died in England. ;

e
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For five years I was a pupil at a run-down Sccondary
‘Modern School. The first three years of that schooling
were grim and dispiriting ones. We, being eleven-plus
‘failures’, disrupted teachers’ attemprts at pupil control
whenever we could. The effect of that sense of not

measuring up to expectations left me mute, mulish
and deeply hesitant. Then a new Head arrived and

in his enthusiastic wake came a distinctive uniform,

a school badge with a motto, a new curriculum,

the opportunity to sit national exams, refurbished
classrooms, new books ctc. But for my class; the

most joyous and momentous thing of all was the
appointment of our new teacher. He was a Cambridge
graduate whose beliefs in how Secondary Modern
kids could achieve, led him to our ailing school and

our classroom.

Catriona Nicholson, writing in 2013, remembers her
time at a Secondary Modern School.

—————




image10.png




image11.jpeg




image12.png
From the 1967 Plowden Report.
produced by the educational reformer

Source A
Lady Plowder.

A school is not merely a teaching shop.

it must transmit values and accitudes. It

is a community in which children lecarn

o live first and foremost as children

and not as furure adules. The school

sets our deliberately to devise the right
environment for children, to allow them
to be themselves and to develop in the way
and atr the pace appropriate to them. It lays
special stress on individual discovery. on
first-band experience and on opportuniries
for crearive work...Older virtues, as they
are usually called. of neatness, accuracy,
care and perseverance are genuine virtues
and an educarion which does not foster

them is faulcy.
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A cartoon in the Daily Express published on 17 April 1977.

ST. TRENDY’S
INCOMPREHENSIBLE SCHOOL

Rs

*“Parents! Mind your own business! Give us your
child at the aze of six and he’'s ours for ever!"





image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




